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The internet based "Social Networking" applications present us with both
spiritual opportunities and pitfalls. | have tried to summarize below:

Opportunities

. Using any form of internet based social networking creates an opportunity fora
form of fellowship. | hope that we do not need to emphasize how that face-to-
face fellowship represents a far greater quality interaction. Where and when
actual fellowship is available this should not be replaced by internet-fellowship.
That said the benefits of fellowship in whatever form are a positive opportunity.

. The opportunity exists for a variety of fellowship scenarios that would not otherwise
easily occur. For example: for people in smaller assemblies with very few to
fellowship with, for those in highly distributed assemblies where traveling is
difficult or unsafe and for ex-pats living and working away from their families and
long standing friends in the fellowship elsewhere.

. Furthermore such relationships as are established by the saints at camps and the
like can be maintained and developed to some extent over the internet. I trust
that we already know the important benefits of saints in different fellowships
maintaining healthy spiritual communication with each other.

. Contact with saints around the work creates the opportunity to encourage, exhort
and show each other examples of what we are and should be. With it we can
share our testimony and what the Lord has done for us recently. It can be used
to demonstrate what spiritual activity is occurring around us on a day-to-day

basis.

. The opportunity is available in some social networking applications for
individuals to make friends with saints in other fellowships where that would
not normally be physically possible. Typically this is done by 2 referral from
someone you are already in contact with.
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. Family and Friends Connections.

Social networking websites allow you to list together people from all aspects of
your life. Most such sites give you control over how they will interact. Generally
each individual chooses how open or private they will be with their personal
information, photos and data, etc. As in "real-life", for the most part different
social groups in your life will ignore each other. If however one does not carefully
control who has access to what is in your social networking domain there is the
possibility of a problem occurring: In a recent example one brother allowed his
worldly work colleagues to have unrestrained access to his site - into which they
posted inappropriate material - much to the embarrassment of that brother and
some that viewed it.

. Posting Materials.

In a similar recent example another brother in the Fellowship posted material
from another "church” which he described as "worship songs". Everyone that
had contact with him had unrestrained access to potentially dodgy spiritual
material. Clearly there is a risk that some in the Revival Fellowship will act
unwisely with potential detriment to their brothers and sisters. We would not
expect people to bring "churchy" books, songs or materials to a meeting or
fellowship event and the internet is no different. In the worst case this may lead
to an undermining of the doctrine, or of faithful individuals.

. Chats & Blogs.

As with all fellowship one must be gentle and kind and wise in what we say and
do. Generally speaking a review of the "chat" between saints on the internet
seems no different to that which one might encounter at a fellowship event. The
likely pitfall however is that some people are inclined to let their guard down
when in front of a computer, thinking that a lower standard of behavior is
acceptable when in front of a computer, than when in "real-life”.

. Fellowship with unbelievers.

o Social networking sites are a way for those who have left the fellowship
to try and maintain contact with saints, perhaps targeting them for
their own ends. Regrettably this does appear to be happening.
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o Contact with those that have left can be a source of gossip to those in the
"fellowship of the disgruntled" and also within the body. In the worst case
such contact may lead to the undermining of faithful saints. Furthermore
those that have properly ceased contact with the dis-fellowshipped may b
offended by the fact that other saints remain unreservedly in contact.

. Lost opportunities

There are those that spend a high proportion of their time in internet
"networking". An excessive amount of time engaged in such activity may indicate
a variety of lost opportunities and problems - not to mention the fact that you!'ll
probably get a bad back!

. Cliquiness

As in all fellowship scenarios there is the potential for cliques to form: for
example young people that generally only communicate with young people; or
those of particular culture or background or those of a particular standing within
the fellowship. A potential pitfall for the internet appears to be that those who
"network" often tend only to do so with the similarly minded. Such behavior is a
barrier to eenuine fellowshin amonest the familv of God




